Resolution of the 

Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the

Blind and Visually Impaired, July 2008

Returning War Veterans

Resolution Number 2008-1

WHEREAS, In fiscal year 2006, the, Department of Veterans Affairs reported that 48.9% of veterans receiving service-related benefits had been diagnosed with post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 10.9% had been diagnosed with generalized anxiety disorder, and 8.2% had been diagnosed with major depressive disorder (Department of Veterans Affairs 2007); and 

WHEREAS, Approximately 1.64 million troops have deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq since October 2001 (Tanielian & Jaycox, 2008); and 

WHEREAS, One-fifth of returning Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans have screened positive for probable acquired brain injury (ABI), (320,000 veterans) and one-seventh for PTSD and severe depression; and 

WHEREAS, The consequences of ABI often include visual impairment; now, therefore, be it

resolved, That on this 26th day of July, 2008, in the city of Chicago, Illinois, that the Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER) urges the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) to designate more funding to prepare rehabilitation specialists in visual impairment; and


RESOLVED, That AER urges the RSA to designate a competitive preference for training programs that provide specific curriculum addressing the needs of war veterans experiencing ABI, PTSD, severe depression, and generalized anxiety.

Submitted by,

Dawn Anderson, Kay Ferrell, Jackie Woods

July 26, 2008

