Resolution of the 

Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the

Blind and Visually Impaired, July 2014

Support of O&M and Vision Rehabilitation Services in Israel
Resolution Number 2010 - 3
WHEREAS there are 27,000 people who are registered as legally blind in Israel and about 1600 new referrals to Vision Rehabilitation services per year; and 

 

WHEREAS people who are blind or visually impaired require the specialized services of experienced, properly trained Orientation and Mobility (O&M) in order to become safe, independent citizens; and

 

WHEREAS the body of knowledge and skills required to adequately provide O&M to people who are blind or visually impaired is extensive; and

 

WHEREAS allowing untrained or insufficiently trained individuals to provide instruction in O&M may increase the risk of injury or death to visually impaired people; and 

WHEREAS Orientation and Mobility specialists Nurit Neustadt-Noy and Alan Seigal each have a Masters degree in O&M from American university O&M programs and vast experience in training O&M specialists in Israel and have earned the respect of O&M colleagues throughout the international O&M community; and

 

WHEREAS Nurit Neustradt-Noy has trained O&M specialists in China, Tajikistan, Moldova, Greece, Cyprus, Estonia, and Taiwan, and for 14 years directed programs to train professionals from 68 countries at the Carroll Center for the Blind in Massachusetts and Salus University in Pennsylvania, and co-authored a chapter in the Third Edition of the Foundations of O&M textbook published by the American Foundation for the Blind; and 

 

WHEREAS dozens of O&M professionals in Israel have been trained by Ms. Neustadt-Noy and Mr. Seigal and have experience providing direct O&M service to hundreds of people with visual impairments;

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED this 25th day of July, 2010 in Little Rock, Arkansas that AER respects and supports its Israeli O&M and Vision Professional colleagues and

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AER encourages the Israeli Ministry to do whatever is necessary to enable these internationally respected O&M and Vision Professionals to provide the services to Israel's blind and visually impaired citizens.

